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SUBJECT: PORT OF MONROVIA AGREEMENT 
REF: STATE 210528 

1 . QUOTED BELOW IS THE TEXT OF A NOTE FROM THE GOL FOREIGN 
MINISTRY DATED SEPTEMBER 15 RECEIVED HERE TODAY IN RESPONSE TO 
EMBASSY'S REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON THE WORKING DRAFT OF THE AGREEMENT 
CONTAINED IN REFTEL. 

2. BEGIN TEXT 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA PRESENTS 
ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 
HAS THE HONOUR TO REFER TO THE WORKING DRAFT OF THE MONROVIA PORT 
AGREEMENT SUBMITTED BY THE EMBASSY ON AUGUST 30, 1976. THE MINISTRY 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WISHES TO ADVISE THAT THE TEXT OF THE WORKING 
DRAFT ABOVE REFERRED TO CONFORMS TO THE PROPOSAL MADE BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA REGARDING A CHANGE OF THE EXISTING 
MONROVIA PORT AGREEMENT TO ONE WHICH WOULD DIRECTLY INVOLVE 
THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA IN THE DECISIONS FOR THE USE OF FUNDS 
UNDER THE LEND ARRANGEMENTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PPORT OF MONROVIA. 
THE TEXT ALSO CONFORMS TO THAT SUBMITTED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF 
LIBERIA TO SECRETARY OF STATE, DR. HENRY KISSINGER. DURING HIS 
APRIL VISIT. 

THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS WISHES TO ADVISE, THEREFORE, 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA ACCEPTS THE PROPOSALS SUBMITTED 
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MONROVIA PORT AGREEMENT. IT IS PROPOSED, HOWEVER, THAT THE DETAILS 
ON THE CONTROLS OVER THE TRUST ACCOUNT, PROPERTY AND ASSETS, 
CUSTOMARY IMMUNITIES AND OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES CONNECTED WITH 
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT BE NEGOTIATED LATER. END TEXT 

3. GOL RESPONSE IS REFLECTIVE OF INITIAL ORAL REACTION EMBASSY 
RECEIVED WHEN SUBJECT FIRST BROACHED WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
DENNIS. AT THAT TIME HE SAID THAT REACTION WAS THAT THE "ONLY 
PROBLEM IS THE ARRANGEMENT AS IT STANDS DOESN'T PROVIDE FOR A WAY 
TO RESOLVE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION ON THE LEGALITY OF THE PROJECTS." 

HE SAID HE DID NOT FEEL IT WAS APPROPRIATE THAT THE US SHOULD HAVE 
TO GIVE ITS APPROVAL TO DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS THAT THE LIBERIAN 
GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED LEGITIMATE. DESPITE DENNIS' RESERVATIONS 
WE BELIEVE THAT SUBJECT TO CONGRESSIONAL CONCURRENCE THE WAY 
IS NOW PAVED TO RESOLVE THIS LONG-STANDING ISSUE. HORAN 
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